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Sea level is the average level of the sea’s surface in relation to the land. All of South Africa lies above sea level, but a few places in the world lie below sea level.GRADE 5


Interesting facts:
· The Netherlands, or Holland, is a very low and flat country, with about a quarter of its area below sea level, and only about half of its land one metre above sea level. Huge walls, or dykes have been built to keep the sea from flooding the land.
· The lowest point on dry land is the shore of the Dead Sea, shared by Israel, the West Bank, and Jordan, 418m below sea level.
· The highest point above sea level is Mount Everest, which is 8848m above sea level
· The highest point above sea level in South Africa is Mafadi, at 3450m above sea level. It is in the Drakensberg, on the border with Lesotho.

A coastal plain is an area of flat land, lying close to the coast and not very high above sea level. South Africa does not have a large coastal plain. It is about 60km wide in the nort-west and about 250 km wide in north-eastern KwaZulu-Natal. In Figure 2, the relief map of South Africa, the coastal plain is marked in green.

Activity 3: The coastal plain




On the map of South Africa below, mark in and name the coastal plain. Use Figure 2 to help you. Use you atlas to find South Africa’s highest point and mark this on the map.




















Figure 3: South Africa





A plateau is an area of fairly level high ground. Most of South Africa lies on a plateau, which is highest in the east and slopes down gently towards the west. Between the plateau and the coastal plain is the escarpment.
An escarpment is a long, steep slope, especially one at the edge of a plateau. In South Africa, the plateau is at its highest in the east where it is between 2000m and 3300m above sea level. This edge of the plateau, as the land drops sharply to the coastal plain, forms a very high, steep escarpment known as the Drakensberg Mountains.
























Figure 4: A view of the Western Cape’s coastal plain looking toward the escarpment.© Anthony Hambly





Study Figure 4, showing the coastal plain and the escarpment and write a short description of each as you see them in the photograph.
Activity 4: Coastal plain and escarpment
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Figure 3: South Africa





Activity 4: Coastal plain and escarpment





Study Figure 4, showing the coastal plain and the escarpment and write a short description of each as you see them in the photograph.

The coastal plain - The coastal plain is a flat area sloping down towards the hills/escarpment in the background. There is evidence of settlement and agriculture on the coastal plain in this image.

The escarpment - The escarpment rises up steeply from the coastal plain. There is no evidence of human activity as the slopes are too steep.
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